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ADDRESS TO THE BAPTISTS 


In general, and to thoſe in and about Re avine 


in particular. 


| EARLY beloved in the Lord, whoſe edification, 
eſtabliſhment, ſoul conſolation, and ſalvation, 


I moſt ardently pray for: Love to God, to truth, and 


you, inclined me (although the leaſt of all ſaints) to 


make theſe remarks, 


All that have wrote againſt the Baptiſts have only 
furniſhed arguments to confute themſelves Truth 
does not, and cannot ſuffer by being controverted. I am 


more afraid of a cold, indifferent, lukewarm ſpirit 
among ourſelves, than of all that oppoſers can do or 


ſay. Satan ſtirs up the native enmity of the carnal 
heart againſt thoſe who keep the comman:lments of 
God and the faith of Jeſus, Rev. xii, 17. The truths 
we profeſs and practice will ſtand the cloſeſt ſcrutiny, 


and diſdain the low cunning or ſub.erfuges ot fl nder; 


and need not rhetoric, logic, or vain philoſophy to 
defend them : receive no additional glory by any or all 


men, and only demand a fair hearing and a divine power 


to accompany them, in order to render them effectual. 


To my knowledge, none have treated on Baptiſm in 


connexion with the doctrines of the goſpel, &c. 


heartily wiſh ſome of my fathers in Chriſt, that have 


time and talents, would enlarge on it. The ſubject 
will amply reward all their labours, and the churches 
be edified, and God glorified, Which is the ardent 
deſire of: Leer ann. toy © . 


Your willing Servant for Chriſt's Sake, i 
Woolwich, Dec. 1. 1173. 


ROBERT M<GREGOR, 


— — _ * 
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troducing ſenſe inſtead of faith; the law in 


A 


RK EP LY; «ec, 


in ſelf-defence, in anſwer to their opponents ; 
therefore they are not the aggreſſors; and are 


& a Baptiſts for many years have notwritten but 


indeed the peaceable in the land. It is not difficult 
perhaps to account for this Layman's concealing his 
name and profeſſion, conſidering the manner of his 


addreſs. For a ſpecimen of his candor, he is pleaſed to 

charge the Baptiſts, without producing proofs, with, 
1. Bringing in works and cancelling . in- 
| | ead of the 

goſpel ; as foul with bigotry, cavilling,' and conten- 


tion; bearing it out with much pride againſt all men, 
as is hardly reconcileable with the poſpel and common 
ſenſe, as cauſing Jews, Turks, and Papiſts to blaſ- 


charitableneſs ; on purpoſe to diſtinguiſh ourſelves as 
legal, and under a yoke of bondage, p. 23. as if our 


_ profeſſion of candor was attended with much duplicity, 
if not hypocrify : refuſing, with diſdain, communion 
with other chriſtians. © To all intents and purpoſes reſling 
our hope of Fen on baptiſm ; as Phariſees, ſaying, 

am holier than thou; as if others were 


Stand by, mer than th 
not of the number of God's elect ; maintaining it 


without the appearance of meekneſs, diſputing with 
every body for a matter of fatal conſeguences, p. 26. 
ſaying, Are you to be carried to heaven by the outward 
waſhing-work of water baptiſm? p. 27. as poiſoners 
of ſouls, ſink us as Sodom into the dead ſea of ever- 


laſting perdition and damnation for our profeſſion, 


p. 27. does not heſitate to curſe us and our tenets as 


molt 


pheme, page 20. as guilty of ſchiſm, pride, and un- 
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| moſt diabolical and deſtructive errors; the heart that 


retains them cannot receive the Spirit of Chriſt, and if 
any man has not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of 


His.“ Is this candid | ? 


2. (His contempt of the ordinance and the author 
of ; it,” as if God ordained). © A trifle, an outward 


trifle, - p. 12. whether we are baptized by this or that 


mode, not worth a ruſh, p. 29. it is no article of 
faith ; an outward non- .efſential. ceremony, fatal in its 
conſequences, an inſignificant mode, a.cauſe of con- 


fuſion, p. 20. a mere non-eflential circumſtance which 


fruſtrates the grace of (0d, p. 14. 


This author calls his book, 88 A Candid Addreſs to 
the religious Society of Baptiſts.” 


< Nor do I concern mylelf whether that lake | is to 


| be adminiſtered to infants or adult perſons,” p. 5. The 
reader will judge whether the whole book is not againſt | 


the baptizing adults only, If to infants, then not to 
adults ; if to adults, then not to infants. If the mode 
be ſprinkling, then it is not dipping ; but if dipping, | 


then it is not ſprinkling : : it cannot be both, 


ce” Theſe matters have produced no eminent benefit, 


if any at all, to the cauſe of the goſpel, to the world, 


or to themſelves,” p. 55 Golpef baprſ hath 812 


1444S 


| aa 22 and Ceremonies have 9885 1 8 by 


thoſe who have been leaſt acquainted with the glorious 
ſpirituality of the goſpel, and have felt leaſt of the 
power of it in their lives,” p. 6. This in general is 
true reſpecting forms and ceremonies of human inven- 
tion. But we are not contending for theſe, but oppoſe 
them as much as any; we ſay, that none truly obey, 
but thoſe who are acquainted with the glorious ſpiri- 


5 tuality, and fee] the power of the goſpel ; and affirm, 
that it is for want of it that there is ſuch an oppoſition 


to evangelical obedience to goſpel ordinances, 
| 6 A 


[ 6 1 


ee A man ſavingly illuminated with the Spirit of 


truth, ſenſible of the plague of his own heart, and 
enjoying that happy life which is hid with Chriſt in 


God, has no time to waſfe upon the things that are 


| ſeen, no heart to employ himſelf in matters that ob- 


ſcure the glory of the goſpel, or tend to bring the foul 


into darkneſs, diſtraction, or doubt,” p. 6. A man 


favingly illuminated by the Spirit of God will ſay to 


_ the Layman, Thou favoreſt not the things that 

be of God,” Matt, xvi. 23. Knowing that there are 
many falſe ſpirits gone out into the world,” 1 John 
Iv. 1. which lead from obedience to Chriſt, and is the 


ſpirit of antichriſt; which conſequently leads into 
darkneſs, diſtraction, and doubt, and fo obſcuring the 
glory of the goſpel. All public ordinances are things 


that are ſeen, ſuch as reading the ſcriptures, hearing, 
praying, baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper ; fellowſnip 
and communion of ſaints in them. That man that 
accounts it waſte time, and has no heart to employ 


himſelf in theſe matters, may be an Antinomian on 
the principle of pride, or an hermit, but a chriſtian he 
cannot be ; for the law of God being written in the 


_ Ehriſtian's heart removes doubt, and he delights in it 


after the inward man, and fees a peculiar glory in 


every goſpel ordinance. . 55 
ee I wid to affine you that this addreſs. 


cc 
does not proceed from a port of bitterneſs againſt you 
or your profeſſion, but a | 
ſouls againſt embracing that for an ſential truth® 


which? 
5 9 


The main drift of the Layman in his making uſe of the word © non- 


eſſential, is to make light of the ordinance of baptiſm ; we confeſs it is 


not ſo eſſential to ſalvation, that none are ſaved without it; but does our 


being ſaved by grace, abſolutely free, lead either to flight or to negle& 
obedience to Chriſt? | | | | 11 MR os 
There are ſome things eſſential to goſpel baptiſm 


1. A divine command, a warrant and example in the word, without 
which it is will-worſhip, | | | 7 

2. A proper adminiſtrator, one called of God to preach the goſpel, and 
tcadminiiter all ordinan ce. | . we e a 

3. Proper 1ubjeQs, viſible believers, profeſſors of the faith of the goſ- 
pel, and obedience to his revealed will, 


4. Ad- 


incere deſire of warning your 
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which, ſo embraced, may prove a dangerous error and 


uncharitableneſs againſt thoſe who cannot adopt your 
particular tenet,” p. 6. We know that there are ſin- 
cere Jews, Turks, and Infidels, who think they do 
God ſervice by putting his ſervants to death, John 
xvi. 2. I wiſh to aſſure you, and in ſincerity, without 
bitterneſs againſt any living man, that I do embrace 
every truth in God's word as an eſſential truth; but 


ſee how they were to be dealt with who turned aſide the 
Lord's people from him, and believing the truth, Deut. 


xiii. 4—11, Heartily embracing the truth can never 
be an error, Goſpel baptiſm being peculiar to us, is 
not to the honor of other chriſtians. e N 
„From the profligate heretics, Donatus, Marcion, 
Nicholas Storck, Thomas Muntzer, John of Leyden, 


1521. the juſtly exploded opinion of adult baptiſm —frre 


will ranting, and adult baptiſm have altogether ſprung,” 
F „ +; | . | | 
Should our Lord's interrogation to the Jews be rom 


to our author, The baptiſm of John, was it from 
heaven, or of men?“ Matt. xxi. 25. he would anſwer 


at once, Of men, from the moſt peſtilent heretics z 
and he can tell you their names, and the date of the 
ear, although 1521 too late, Did theſe heretics ſend 
Take the baptiſt, John i. 33. and all Chriſt's diſciples, 
Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Mark xvi. 15, 6. Was there no 


adults baptized 1773 years ago? Is this the man that 
promiſed * not to concern himſelf, whether adminiſ- 


tered to infants or adults, p. 3. who ſaid, this is not 
againſt your profeſſion,” p. 7. Not becauſe I lay any 
great ſtreſs upon the mode, cither in one way or the 


4. Adminiſtered in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, and that the ſubject be baptized in the proper element, water, 
and raiſed out of it by the adminiftrator, | . 

5. It is eſlential to the ſubject having in baptiſm, and afterwards, the 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, 1 Pet. iii, 21. 5 


6. And above all, it is eſſential to the declarative glory of the divine 
Author, which is undoubtedly the final end of every goipel ordinance, 


The glory of God ſhould be nearer to us than our lives, character, ſubNance, 


and I may add, nearer and dearer than our own eternal ſalvation, Libertines 


may and do call divine ordinances non-elilcatials, but none wav underſtand 
what they ſay, . 


other,“ 


E81 «| 
| other,” p. 10. But now he joins it in company with 
It ranting and free will, and thinks that he juſtly ex- 
| plodes it; that is, condemns and renders it and us as 
contemptible as he can. This is one evidence of the 
aſſurance he gives us of his ſincerity juſt before. Al- 
though this author, and ten thouſand more, ſhould 


1 unchriſtian- like explode adult baptiſm, we cordially 
embrace it, and in ſo doing we are in the beſt company 3 — 
i that ever was in the world; no man that reads his 4 
4 bible can poſſibly be ignorant of God being the author ; 
4 of it; and we are divinely aſſured, it hath no connexion 4 
4 with ranting, or free will, or any hereſy, _ = 
it & Aſk your own hearts this eſſential and important ; 
id queſtion,” p. 10. I chuſe rather to aſk and truſt God, 1 
I ſpeaking in his word, than my own deceitful heart. 1 
i But, eſſential truths from God may prove a dange= _ = 
fl rous error, p. 7. But now an eſſential queſtion from b 
5 a layman demands heart obedience. Is not this rant- , 
Uo „„ i 3 N 7 
Ils the mode of outward baptiſm in grown perſons, : 
| which is ſo earneſtly contended for and fo zealouſly * 
1 urged upon all men by the Baptiſts, abſolutely neceſſary 1 
q to ſalvation, or not ?* We do not urge baptiſm upon 1 
| any man, much Jeſs on all men. Our avowed prin- ; 


ciples are, that the chriſtian ſubjects are volunteers in it. 
I never met with a Baptiſt who aſſerted that it was 
i abſolutely neceſlary to ſalvation. So that almoſt the 
ii whole of what follows of this author is ſuppoſition 
and flander. Although diſagreeable walking in ſuch a 
dirty path; but, Jeſt others ſhould be led aſtray by his 
cunning craftineſs, I will trace him. EINE 
„For by making an external gap 6 though but 


Ati * 


—— q A4 „ͤ1:ö 
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f 
| i in the leaſt that can be imagined, a parcel, or qualifica- 2 
{i tion, or an adjunct of the cauſe and reaſon of your ſal- 1 
[i vation, you bring in works and cancel grace, Eph. ii. 2. 4 
[| you introduce ſenſe for inward faith, and therebyſubſtitute | 5 
vt the law for the goſpel,“ p. 12. We do not in wy degree 1 
11 make baptiſm, or any ordinance, a parcel, qualification, — 
| [ or an adjunct of the cauſe and reaſon of your ſalvation ; 3 
14 ſo neither bring in works or cancel grace, Eph. ii. 8. I 
14 | * 1 
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et we believe, where there is faith in the heart, there 
will be a ſenſe of it; and faith always works by love 
to Chriſt, and inclines the ſubject to keep his com- 
mandments, not as a legal, but a goſpel duty. Does 
not this Pædo-Baptiſt, as well as others, ſubſtitute 


the law for the goſpel, by pretending a right to goſpel 


baptiſm from legal ceremonies which are aboliſhed ? 
< Not becauſe I lay any great ſtreſs on the mode 

either in one way or the other, for in ſo doing | ſhould 

fall into. the error I blame,” p. 10. Does not this 


author, then, lay ſome ſtreſs on Infant Baptiſm, and 


is guilty of the error he blames, in falſly accuſing 
thoſe who diſavow laying the leaſt ſtreſs on it in point 
of ſalvation 1? ORE 
Some of you know that in another view you muſt 
not mix law and goſpel, works and grace, ſenſe and 


faith,” p. 12, Baptizing chriſtian believers does not, 


in any view, mix law and goſpel, works and grace, 
ſenſe and faith. He confeſſes ſome of us know we 
muſt not mix theſe : and does he not know the Pædo- 


Baptiſts admit ſubjects to baptiſm who know nothing 


of law or goſpel, grace or works, ſenſe or faith? 


If you render baptiſm the leaſt part, you really 


| make it all, and you neceſſarily make it a part if you 


lay the minuteſt ſtreſs upon it.“ 


T It is the moſt glorious privilege of the ſaints to walk in all goſpel or- 


dinances without laying the leaſt ſtreſs upon them; while we believe it is 


nothing leſs than preſumption to expect the end, final ſalvation, without 
the uſe of the means God hath appointed, where they can be had None 
under heaven lay leſs ſtreſs on ordinances, than thoſe who moſt uniformly 
and univerſally walk in them. This I believe to be the caſe with the Bap- 
tiſts, whole profeſſed ſentiment it is, that perſons already ſaved, in a goſpel 
ſenſe, are thoſe who have a right to goſpel ordinances ; namely, ſuch as 
believe in the Lord Jeſus, called according to his purpoſe, and born of God, 


and ſweetly conſtrained from love to Chriſt to keep his commandments, 


It is amazing that a Pzdo-Baptiſt ſhould charge the Baptiſts with what has 


been ina thouſand inftances proved againſt themſelves [See the Contraft 


between Infant ſprinkling and Chriſtian Baptiſm} and without a ſingle 


proof againſt us: he ſeems conſcious of the 1njuſtice of this copduct, and 
therefore introduces bis innovations with ſo many “ if's---if you do ſa, 


if you believe ſo, and then draws his concluſions from his own ſuppo- 
ſitions. 5 | : 


NE 2 Faith 


£30 3 


Faith and love in the ſubject's heart will lead to all 
goſpel obedience, without neceſſarily laying the mi- 


nuteſt ſtreſs upon it.“ | 
* Circumciſion was but a trifle, and an outward 
trifle too, like outward baptiſm, yet circumciſion had not 


only the authority of a divine command, but the un- 


diſputed ſanction and invariable practice of ages, which 
your opinion of baptiſm confeſſedly has not, p. 12. 
Is not this charging God fooliſhly with ordaining, 
commanding, approving, and enjoining on the higheſt 
penalties, obedience to trifles? WHO IS A RANTER 


Now, in the worſt ſenſe? Heart circumciſion was 


typified by outward circumciſion, but did that ſuper- 


| cede it, or make it a trifle? Not in the leaſt; it was 


ordained on no leſs penalty than the man child, whoſe 


feeſh of his foreſtin is not circumciſed ſhall be cut off from 


his people, he hath broken my covenant, Gen, xvii. 14. 


yet this author himſelf confeſſes that this trifle haq not 


only the authority of a divine command, but the un- 
diſputed ſanction and invariable practice of ages. 
Strange] and but an * outward trifle too, like outward 
baptiſm.” This is a home thruſt at the boſſes of God's 
buckler, Job xv. 25, 26. and through his ſide cuts 


off at once one of the chriſtian church's breaſts as a 
trifle | As circumciſion had, ſo baptiſm hath not only 
authority of a divine command, but the undiſputed _ 
ſanction and invariable practice of very near the three 


firſt centuries, and more or leſs in all ages fince 
which Infant Baptiſm has not. We confeſs Water 
Baptiſm to be outward, as all other ordinances are, 
for we know of no inward Baptiſm by water only. We 
add, Did Chriſt inſtitute, ordain, and command a 
trifle ? did he himſelf obey a trifle ? did John Baptiſt 
and all the diſciples of Jeſus obey themſelves and ad- 
miniſter trifles ? did all the primitive churches, in order 


to have the anſwer of a good conſcience, obey a trifle ? 


did the Baptiſts in every age ſince the apoſtolic day 
obey a trifle? No; but a glorious ordinance of the 
goſpel church, which ſhall invariably continue to the 
end of the world. | | 
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6 Baptiſm to denote their ineffable communion and 


completeneſs in him when they come to heaven, 


1 
35 * extremes juſt nc now a trifle, . now denotes 
our ineffable communion in him when we come to 
heaven; as there will be no water baptiſm in heaven, 
our ineffable communion there with him will not be in 


it. The chriſtian ſubject hath ſweet communion with 


Chriſt in baptiſm here on earth, in his death, burial, 
and reſurrection. See Rom. vi. 3—8. Coloſſ. ii. 12. 
and have a joyful hope of ineffable communion with 


him in glory. 


e I muſt tell you plainly, you fruſtrate the grace of 
God, ſo as'to leave none remaining,” p. 14. 

This is ſending all the Baptiſts to hell at once, for 
they obey this divine command, and none enter hea- 


ven without the grace of God. 


S 
« For my own part let me but know and experience 


more and more of this bleſſ:d and efficient baptiſm ; 


the outward ſign, which a Simon Magus could receive 


and be but a Simon Magus til], ſhall never be the 
ſubject of a moment's diſpute with me, p. 15. 

If this author either knew or experienced what he 
calls the efficient baptiſm, being baptized into Chriſt, 
could he ſpeak ſo contemptuouſly of any ordinance ! ? 
Can that experience that does not lead to goſpel] obe- 
dience be the effect of regeneration, or any thing leſs 
than a ſtrong deJuſion ? Neither Simon Magus nor a 
Judas ſpeak 10 contemptuouſly of baptiſm as this author. 


The divine Spirit never taught any man to flight or 


deſpiſe his own ordinance, True it is that ſome im- 


proper ſubjects may receive it, and be juſt what they 


were before, if not worſe; as multitudes who have 
not faith to diſcern the Lord's body in the Lord's ſup- 


per do eat and drink their own damnation, But are 


theſe inſtances any juſt ground for true believers cal- 


ling either baptiſm or the Lord's ſupper trifles, or neg- 


22 them? 
Or juitify your conduct in ſeparating 3 


from other chriſtians through any preſumption of being 


2 exclutively, 


Peg — 421 1 
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_ excluſively or ee 18 that account his fayored 


church and people,” 


Our perſons are uſtified only by the ibis ul of 


Chriſt; our conduct too is juſtifiable © in ſeparating 
from Babylon all that contemn and obey not, or throw 
down Chriſt's inſtituted worſhip ; notwithſtanding 
they may ſay, Lord, Lord; and from all who caſt 


_ contempt on Chriſt's authority, by ſetting up the 


traditions of men, 2 Cor, vi. 17. Rev. xviil. + Jer, 
xv. 19. Matt. vii. 21. 
«© This ſpiritual baptiſm alone mill walk: away the 


foul ſpots of bigotry, cavilling, and diſſenſion; and to | 


correct with faithfulneſs and truth the errors and abuſes 


of the preſumptuous and ignorant,” 


The reader will judge, whether this author's ſ viritual 


baptiſm has waſhed away the foul ſpots of bigotry, 
8 

IT'he grace of God in the heart will produce thoſe _ 
bleſſed effects, and which we inſiſt on as a pre-requiſite 
to goſpel baptiſm ; our faithfulneſs in this reſpect he is 
pleaſed to call by tnoſe odious names, the foul ſpots | 
of bigotry and cayilling. 


37 


But bigots rail moſt againſt 
bigotry. It never entered our hearts to make baptiſm 


neceſlary to falvation, nor do we think it either ſerip- 


tural or rational to admit infants till they are capable of 
giving a reaſon of the hope that is in them. 

« 'F hoſe among you who think this outward bap- 
tiſm of grown perſons no neceſlary article of faith, 


and no eſſential or indiſpenſable requiſite of ſalvation, ſeem. 
thus far to be right; but this opinton militates againſt 


your condut—in your zeal in inculcating your dit- 


tinguiſhing tcnet as a criterion and mark of true faith 
on all men, Thus by your own confeſſion you become 
guilty of the awful fin of ſchiſm,” p. 19. 


[ believe there is not a chriſtian in the world who does 
not belieye (ſome) baptiſm to be an article of faith. We 
do not believe water baptiſm indiſpenſably requiſite to 


falvation, becauſe the word informs us, that none but- 


perſons who have true faith, and are already ſaved in a 
goſpel n have aright to it. If goſpel miniſters or people 
Jecom- 


4 
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recommend no ordinance but what is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to ſalvation, I believe not one could be inculcated 
on any man : but we will not be diſcouraged in recom- 
mending to every chriſtian, duty and privilege in the 
church, in the family, and in the world, although we 
may be ſtigmatized with the odious name of Schiſ- 
matics. This author is very free in declaring confeſ- 
ſions we never made; * thus, ſays he, you become 


guilty of the awful fin of Schiſm by your own con- 
thor”. | 2 

Lou will not communicate with them in breaking 
of bread, and in the oy of the ſou.” IN 

If this author is not a Roman Catholic, his noiſe 
about Schiim retorts on himſelf; but we, who never 
were of the body he belongs to, cannot be guilty 
of that awful ſin; for Schiſm muſt be in the body, 
1 Cor. xii. 25. True communion is the communion 
of ſaints, who give themſelves to God and one 
another by ſolemn covenant agreement; and who 
continue ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtle's doctrine, and in 
fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in prayer. 
It ſeems this author has found out a new ordinance 
that he calls, „the joy of the foul :” whether he 
means the five Popiſh ſacraments that Proteſtants re- 
nounce, he is the beſt judge. e 

<« So far as your influence reaches, you ſuffer the 
enemy, Turks, Papiſts, and Jews, to blaſpheme the 
_ cauſe of God, by making a mere outward inſignificant 
ceremony the cauſe of confuſion among ourſelves,“ 
3 1 „ 
As the Baptiſts believe in the one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptiſm, truths which admit of no difference: 
our uniformity in receiving the whole truth as it is in 
Jeſus, is the moſt effectual way to prevent Turks and 
Jews from blaſpheming God's cauſe; and what in re- 
ality gives the enemy occaſion to blaſpheme is chriſ- 
tians ſetting up Infant Baptiſm (and other devices of 
man's wiſdom) a mere inſignificant ceremony of their 
own invention, although clearly contrary to the ſcrip- 
ture of truth. The divine Nazarene was a Baptiſt in 
| principle 


"Thrift and to the brethren, 1 is to walk as he walked. 
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Küche and in practice, which no Pedo-Baptiſt, 


or Jew, or Turk, is. 
6 Theſe your principles and praQtices in the affair of 


baptiim ſeem alike indefenſible.“ 


The principles and practices of Jeſus, and all the 
rimitive chriſtians 1n baptiſm, were the ſame as ours, 


therefore defenſible. 
As indeed it is a mere non-eſſential circumſtance, : 


you cannot clear yourſelves of the ſin of Schiſm, nor 
cover the pride and uncharitableneſs of ſetting up an 


opinion which can only be for the purpoſe of diſtin- 
guiſhing yourſe]ves from the reſt of God's profeſſing 


people, p. 21. 
If a conſcientious keeping of Chriſt's nents 


and ſeparation from thoſe who do not, be pride, un- 
Charitableneſs, and Schiſm, we are ouilty ; ; and it is no 


diſtinction of our making, but what God himſelf hath 


made. 
46 This I know, that if an angel from . was 


capable of preaching ſuch a goſpel. to me as might tend 
either to obſcure the glory of my precious Saviour, or 


to weaken my love to the brethren (by whom I mean 
all, of all parties, who love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity) 
as I from my heart believe this of Adult Baptiſm, as held by 


by you, muſl neceſſarily ds, I would not hejitate ts proncunce 
bim, as the apoſile did, accurſed,” p. 22. | 
We are accountable to God for what we do, and be- 
lieve from our hearts, that Adult Baptiſm, as held and 
_ adminiſtered by us, is ſo far from obſcuring the glory of 
Chriſt, our precious Saviour, that Chriſt himſelf never 
was more manifeſtly glorified on earth, than when he 
was baptized, and probably never will be till he ap- 


pears in the clouds at his ſecond coming, Matt. ili. 
16, 17. And I know not that his children glorify him 


more on earth, than when they in faith and from love 
to him, fulfil this part of righteouſueſs, which rather 
increaſes our love to all Chriſt's brethren, than weakens 


it. I think the beſt evidence we can give of love to 
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As the Layman is no apoſtle, although he may have 


the ſpirit of a Jeſuit, let me adviſe. him to heſitate a 
little longer, and ſuſpend his curſes, leſt his curſes 


return to his own boſom, Pſalm cix. 17, 18. 
„ Sirs, diſſenſion, if there were none beſides, is a 
moſt diabolical and deſtructive error. The heart that 


retains it cannot receive for its inhabitant the Spirit of 
Chriſt, who will be no inmate with diſcord ; and you 


well know, © that if any man have not the Spirit of 


Chriſt, he is none of his,” Rom. viii. 9. I charge 


this matter on your conſciences,” p. 22. 
No man that reads the New Teſtament can doubt 


8 baptiſm being an ordinance immediately inſtituted 


by Chriſt himſelf. If it be a diabolical and deſtructive 
1 58 Chriſt muſt be (O horrid blaſphemy !) a devil, 
and his inſtitution a moſt deſtructive error, and fo de. 
ſtructive, that the heart that retains it, as all the Bap- 


tiſts do, cannot be ſaved, for none are ſaved without 
the Spirit's inhabitation, Rom. viii. 9. All the Bap- 
tiſts retain this ſuppoſed damnable error, which this 


author charges on their conſciences. Before he curſed 
us, and now ſentences us to deſtruction. Is this can- 
did to thoſe he calls brethren ? | 

e Pray to be led into all eſſential truth.“ 

This is more candid than the above, but we believe 
every divine truth to be an eſſential truth, and as ſuch 
cor.tially embrace it. 

& Your profeſſion of candor ſeems attended with 
much duplicity, if not hypocriſy, refuſing with diſdain 


communion with other chriſtians, merely for not being 


really baptized,” p. 25. 
The poor Baptiſts are in a dreadful cafe indeed: if 


the above is true, our profeſſion of candor is nothing 


but duplicity and "hypocriſy. The Lord give him re- 
<ntance unto life (but probably he will call even this 


duplicity and hypocriſy). Every chriſtian church are 
the beſt judges who is, and who is not to be admitted 
into their ſociety ; it is a right that civil ſocieties claim, 


Will any of the Pædo-Baptiſt churches receive into 


their communion a chriſtian who never was baptized ? or 


Will 
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will they acknowledge this diſdaining communion 

with them ? 5 
| Legaliſm, which like a mill-ſtone hangs about the 1 
1 neck of this opinion laying the utmoſt ſtreſs on what ; 
th is of no intrinſic moment or wanne at all,” f 
9 p- 23, 24. 
[oh The manifeſt enmity of this author is againſt the 
65 Baptiſts for their uniform goſpel obedience. He ſinks 
0 the Baptiſts and the opinion (baptiſm) with this pon- 
1 derous mill-ſtone hanging about their necks, to riſe 
4 no more. See what was to be the puniſhment of thoſe 
„ who offended believers in the antient Baptiſt, Matt. TOON 
i xviii. 6, 7. Mark ix, 42. Great Babylon ſhall fall, : 
„ Rev. xviii. 21. while baptiſm ſhall continue to the end 4 
„ of the world, Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. We lay no ſtreſs by 
li on it in point of falvation, much leſs the utmoſt J 
\ (= ſtreſs. 3 
i « Ts not this eventually, and to all intents and pur- 1 
„ poſes, reſting the hope of ſalvation upon an outward 
0 ceremony ? even common ſenſe will allow it.? 
| Our riet uniform walking i in the way and uſing the 
h means God hath appointed, is in no ſenſe reſting our 
0 hope of eternal ſalvation on them, but on the divine 
1 Author of them in the way he hath appointed; and 
i we verily believe that even common ſenſe will allow 
is that it is preſumption to expect ſalvation, but in the 
14 way God hath appointed to give it. 
il G I cannot (a fortiori) on ſtronger grounds, let my 
ik faith be ever ſo clear, be eſteemed by ſuch among the 7 
| number of God's ele,” p. 24. 1 
5 K ncving who are God's elect belongs to God only. — 
* The evidences of it are Regeneration, Faith, Effec- 9 
it taal Calling, which we look for as pre-requiſites to 
1 baptiſm. That faith that does not lead to goſpel obe- I 
15 dience, is not the faith of God's elect. . 
00 A Phariſaic ſpirit, Stand by thyſelf, I am holier 1 
ht than thou,” 9 
— If we may be permitted to n for ourſelves, we * 
19 ſay, boaſting is excluded, Rom. iii. 27. what we are, b, 
Falls 
1 we are by the grace of God, 1 Cor, xv, 10. who alone — 
[Ol maketh 
ji | 
ll 


5 


E 


maketh us to differ; that no fleſh ſhould glory i in 5 

preſence,” 1 Cor. 1 i. 20. 

Vet as it is no article of faith by their OWN con- 

feſſion, p. 25. 
This author may be a Father Confeſſor; but no 


Baptiſt in his ſenſes ever would confeſs baptiſm no ar- 
ticle of faith. Is not this wilful ſlander from his 


own words? Before he charges us, with © reſting our 
hope of eternal ſalvation on it, &c. and now confeſſing 


7 it no article of faith. 


Both are abſolute falſties and he muſt knw them 
to be ſo, | | 

„When urged, as it is by you, it is of fatal conſe- 
quence. Are you to be carried to heaven by works, 


. or by confidence in the outward waſhing- work of water 
þaptiſm ?” p. 26, 27. 


The author will do well to conſider, whether this is 


not a contemptuous ſneer at goſpel obedience ? Were 


it my caſe I ſhould tremble, leſt it ſhould evidence 5 


heart-enmity againſt God, Rom. viii. 7. Nothing is 


more dann to our avowed principles, than ſalvation 


in part, or in the whole, by any work of ours. 
«© Where is becoming all things to all men, that 


the word of God may have free courſe, 25 meet with 
no idle or unneceſſary obſtruction ?” 


I remember a good man {I think 97. 5 Auftin) ſaid, 
That he would not wk a lye to fave the whole 
world.” Paul never preached two goſpels, never drop- 
ped, or concealed, or kept back truth; never pub- 


| liſhed error to pleaſe any man, nor became an advo- 


cate for error. Will this author, or perhaps junto of 
authors, to pleaſe the croud, be Churchmen, and Diſ- 


ſenters, Conformiſts and Noncunformilts in the ſame 


day ; and fo repeatedly canceal known truths and 


| Publiſh groſs errors? Is not this becoming all things 
to all men with a witneſs ? All the rivers in the 


world cannot waſh the minuteſt ſpot.” True, but the 
fountain of the blood of Jeſus, repreſented by epa, 


C 46 The | 


| doth, 
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„ 


The rivulet of Jordan,“ p. 27. 


Is not this a wilful miſrepreſentation, as if the river 


porn was not ſufficient for immerſion ? I would alk, 


Did the Lord work a miracle to divide a rivulet before 
Iſrael and Elijah? Joſhua iii, 14—17. 2 Kings ii. 


8, 14. 


5 A grain of falſe confidence will more than poiſon the 


foul—you ſink yourfelves into a dead ſea that ſhall over- 
whelm every ſpiritual Socom—into everlaſting per- 


dition. Men and brethren, it is awful to be damned 


for a profeſſion, as the Phariſees were : miſtakes in 
faith tend to deſtroy the ſoul,” p. 27, 28. 
The leaſt ſin deſerves damnation * and there is not 
a juſt man upon earth that doeth good and ſinneth not, 
Ecclef. vii. 20. Sins of omiflion are damning fins ; 
© for to him that knoweth to do good and doth it not, 


to him it is fin,” James iv. 17. If we are damned | 


for keeping God's commandments in faith, and from 


love to Chriſt, and in order to avoid the leaſt ſin, 


what muſt become of them who ſlight, deſpiſe, and con- 
temptuauſly call divine commands * triffles, not worth 


_ aruſh;” who repreſent them as the cauſes of perdition 


and Anakin to them that obey them? 
<« Faith, genuine faith, is and muſt be a ſimple 


principle,” p. 29. 


Does this ſimple principle teach him to ſentence his 
brethren to damnation ? 5 
„Faith will never ſtoop to look at water, but at 

Chriſt ; whether we are baptized in one mode or 


a FRE is not worth a ruſh.” 


True faith always looks to the word and 8 
as the rule of obedience, Gal. vi. 16. and to Chriſt 
through theſe, Strange]! A divine ordinance from 

heaven not worth a ruſh, No man can give a better 
evidence of love to Chriſt, than by keeping his com- 


mandments, 


„ Thoſe of you who have taſted that the Lord is 


| ary muſt know that you received not the Spirit 
rough the preaching of Water n, but through 
the 
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the preaching of faith in the ſprinkling of the blood 
of Jeſus,” p. 26. The Spirit of truth will lead a 


man only to Chritt; he takes of the things of Chriſt, 


among which mere water can never be meant, and 


| ſhews them to the ſoul,” p 


This objection is fully confuted i in the doctrine of 


baptiſm, &c. 


Indeed, we are all of us s by nature prone to con- 


found things ſpiritual with carnal, and to deceive our- 
ſelves with matters of little conſequence by omitting 


thoſe of greater ; nor do we get over this miſtake but in 


ry, proportion as we profit in the ſchool of Chriſt,” p. 30. 


I have had the grief of heart, to ſee towering profeſ- 
ſors caſting off al] regard to goſpel worſhip, and ſub- 


_ jection to goſpel ordinances : but, if I underſtand this 


author. right, I never before heard any who called . 


5 profiting 1 in the ſchool of Chriſt. To uſe his own ex- 


preſſion, this is what he calls, execrable noiſe and 
nonſenſe, if not worſe ; ſuch a profiting is plainly in 


the devil's ſchool. Senſible of his own Zuilt, he con- 
feſſes his proneneſs to deceive himſelf and others by 


confoundng things ſpiritual and carnal, by omitting 
things of greater conſequence. The Lord give him 
"repentance and forgiveneſs. Amen. 


As to the long note upon tradition, I only ſay, if you 
could produce two thouſand inſtead of two, while their 
evidence 1s contrary to ſcripture, it cannot ſatisfy one 


honeſt enquirer after truth ; beſides theſe have been 


anſwered over and over again, See Dr, Gill on Apoſ- 
tolic Traditions, and many others. 


« He ſays, I do not mean to accuſe the Baptiſts | 


of Eoalind and of this day as eſpouſers of all the 
abominable practices that attended them (the Germans 


Nicholas Stork, Thomas Munſter, John of Ley- 


den) I wiſh them 'only to reflect, from what impure 
fountains this muddy ſtream of free will ranting Adult 


Baptiſm have altogether ſprung.” 
This old ſtale ſtory is introduced on 8 by every 


one who writes in defence of Infant Baptiſm, to in- 
genle the ignorant againſt us. 
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We believe that free will and ranting proceeds from 


hell and corrupt nature; but we are divinely aſſured 


by the oracles of truth that Adult Baptiſm is from 


God himſelf altogether. 


Pr. GILL/S ANSWER to Mr. ADDINGTON. 
In a LETTER to a F RIEND, 


7 Reverend and Dear Sir, 


ec 5 ado ſaw you laſt, I have been revolving in 
my thoughts what you ſaid concerning Mr. 


Addington, as upbraiding the Baptiſts with the diſ- 


turbances in Germany, 


Thoſe were begun by Pædo-Baptiſts, although af- 


terwards joined by ſome called Anabaptiſts, on whom 


the whole blame-was laid. Men of bad principles and 
ſcandalous lives: and the Pædo-Baptiſts have been 


told over and over again that we diſavow theſe men and 
their principles and practices as much as they do. And 
a man that will upbraid us with all theſe things after 
all this, diſcovers more the badneſs of his heart, than 


the weakneſs of his head. Our confeſhons of faith, 


both of the general and particular perſuaſion through- 
out the laſt century ſhew, that we believe civil magiſ- 


tracy in all things lawful, and our behaviour has 8 
been agreeable to our principles and profeſſion: So 
that we may claim to ourſelves the characters of being 
the quiet and peaceable in the land. In what plots or 


conſpiracies, inſurrections, or rebellions againſt the 
preſent family have any of us been? When it is well 
known multitudes of Pædo-Baptiſts have been con- 
cerned in them ! It would be thought hard would we 
'» impute all maſſacres and murders of the Papiſts, who 


AP 


1 1 

are all Pædo-Baptiſts to the body of this people; even 
all committed in France and Savoy, in the Netherlands, 
in Ireland, and elſewhere; and yet all this may be as 
juſtly retorted upon them as the diſtractions in Munſter 
upon us. A people who never had any connexions 
with us, and with whom we neither agree, nor they 
with us, as not in their political principles, no, not 
in baptiſm itſelf, which it is affirmed they adminiſtered 

by ſprinkling and not dipping.” See my 14 to the 
divine right of Infant Baptiſm, page 21. There the 
Doctor ſays, ** The troubles in Germany and at Mun- 
ſter it is certain, beyond all contradiction, that they 
were begun by Pædo-Baptiſts, and whilſt they were 
ſuch. And as for the German Anabaptiſts, who 
joined with them, they were Sprinklers and not Bap- 
tiſts; and ſo belongs rather to this writer's party than 
to us. | 17 5 JJ 

What trite arguments and common objections are 
uſed by this Author is not worth your taking notice of, 
only refer him to where an anſwer is given. Vou will 
excuſe my ſcribble - you know my circumſtance, If 
you can pick out any thing which may be of any ſervice 


1 s 


to you, you are welcome to it.“ 


5 : I am Yours, 
Jay, in, V 
5 | JOHN. GILL, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
{ N order to ſhew the abſurdity of the Pædo-Bap- 
[i tiſts' conduct, and for ever to filence the flander- 
ous old ſtale ſtory of Munſter, as being any juſt 
reflection on the Baptiſts, let this invincible battery be 
turned againſt themſelves, and let them with ſhame 
anſwer theſe queſtions: NY 2 
1. Who was the mother of harlots, the abomination. 
of the whole earth, and who are her harlot daughters? 
1 Who ſet up, ſupported, and does ſupport, and enriches, 
1. and cheriſhes the whore of Babylon? that poiſoned 
_ emperors, depoſed kings, fomented the blackeſt rebel- 
lions in ſtates and kingdoms ? Who ſells indulgences 
— for the moſt abominable luſts, and pardons for all ſorts 
* of ſins before and after committed? Who committed 
5 the horrid maſſacres in France and in Ireland? All the 
cruel, bloody, tragical accounts in Fox's book of Mar- 
tyrs ; in Crookſhanks Church Hiſtory, on the Proteſt- 
ants ? Who ſet up the abominable inquiſition in Spain 
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1 and Portugal? Who kindled the Smithfield fires in 
1 bloody Mary's days? Who for the love of gold de- 
1 ſtroyed in about ſixteen or ſeventeen years near ſix 
1 millions of the natives of Mexico? Who ſhut up the 
4 ſceriptures from the common people, and with fire and 
1 ſword oppoſed the reformation ? Who, at this very day 
| 1773, under the fallacious pretend of protecting 


Poland, divide it among themſelves with force of arms? 
Who barbarouſly perſecuted and depopulated our na- 
tion, by driving thouſands of Proteſtants to America, 
&c ? Who turned out two thouſand godly miniſters _ 

on Bartholomew-day 1662 ? Who attempted to bring 

in an abjured Popiſh Pretender, and raiſed the rebel- 


4 lions in 1715 and in 1746 ? The anſwer to all is, 

5 Pædo-aptiſts. 8 3 8 | 

10 2. Who at this day ſupports that temple of paganiſm, | 
1. the Pantheon ; the abominable ſcene at Cornely's ; the 

1's HT DOoterie ; 


FS. 
Coterie; maſquerades? Who ſupports and attends 
the Play-houſes, thoſe nurſeries of all abominations, 


where ſcenes of wickedneſs are repreſented to the cor- 


ruption of youth and encouragement of all unclean- 


neſs, where the devil is invoked, the holy ſcriptures 
burleſqued, God himſelf blaſphemed*, &c ? And all 
| thoſe not a few individuals, but large bodies. The 
anſwer is, Pzdo- Baptiſts. OY 


After all, ſo ſar am I from charging the above crimes 


on the godly among Proteſtant Pzdo-Baptifts of this 


day ; that I verily believe they as much abhor the 


above conduct of real Pzdo-Baptiſts, extorted from us 


the layman and others, as we do 
the Munſter ſtory. To conclude : Such is the pre- 
3 


by Mr. A- 


judice of education principles that the Munſter 


will be believed in defence of Infant Baptiſm, when 
divine revelation for Adult Baptiſm is not. 


CS... To the honor of the Baptiſts, I have not known a ſingle perſon 
bor theſe thirty years that goes to plays. I have made this obſervation 


to ſeveral gentlemen of very extenfive acquaintance with our denomi. 
nation, and who affirm the ſame, | e 


The 


— 
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The DO CTRINE of BAPTISM, as it is in 


Fame nit Connexion with, and is a part of the grand 
Foungation Truths of the Goſpel; likewiſe with 
experimental and practical Godlineſe. 


XA 7 HATEVER be the effect of this on otherg, 
tit hath been a delightful field for meditation 


o my own foul. The doctrine of Baptiſm is a fouti- 
ation that ſtands ſure as the pillars of heaven; all at- 
empts againſt it will be like arrows ſhot againſt a 


razen wall. Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but 
od's word and ordinances ſhall not till time ſhall be 


| No more. My aim is to view the doctrine in the ſame 
connexion in which the Lord hath fixed it. My 


ſolemn appeal is not to the paſſions of men, but to 


their judgment as in the ſight of God. If God ſhould | 
be pleaſed to convey truth to the underſtanding of any 
of his children, he who alone conveys it to the heart 


experimentally ſhall have all the glory. 
The doctrine of Baptiſm is in immediate connexion 
with the glorious foundation doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, clearly preaches it, and openly maintains it, 
Matt. xxviii. 19. * baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.“ 

1, The adminiſtrator muſt be a Baptiſt, believing 


the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, believing and pro- 


feſſing faith in each divine perſon in God, otherwiſe 
J cannot ſee how he can adminiſter it without acting 
the hypocrite. Baptiſm is to be adminiſtered in the 


name of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as 
in the name of the Father *, 1 5 


* The ſacred name may be called upon, as it often is, vainly, pro- 
_ phaacly, or ſuperſtitiouſly, or blaſphemouſly, as when the words of in- 


ftitution are uſed over a bell, a ſteeple-houſe, a burying-ground, a ſword, 
« fandard, and this is called baptiſing them; or, what is nearly the ſame, 


when it is called on over an infant, who has no more faith in, nor know- _ 
ledge of the doctrine of Baptiſm, nor of the Trinity, than the above havey 


all of which is breaking the third commandment. An Arian, or an Anti- 
to.tarian taking upon him to baptize, Prepoſterous ! Would to 2 
| | | re 


2. The : 
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£ 
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NO, 5 8 

2. The ſubjects of Baptiſm muſt not be Arians or 
Anti- trinitarians, for their firſt ſtep in goſpel obedience 
is, in the ſtron ot terms, actually profeſſin g their faith 


in the holy Trinity in Unity. O how joyfully does 


the chriſtian believer give up himſelf to his Covenant 
God in baptiſm, ſeeing the holy Trinity unitedly con- 
cerned in the WHOLE of his sALVATION] But giving 
up Adult Baptiſm, is giving up a molt ſolemn proreſſion 


of faith in the holy Trinity, that is or can be made by 
the ſubject. It was a common ſaying among the an- 
tient chriſtians, © Go to Jordan if you want a proof af 
the Trinity.” . V = 


3. Our Lord's commiſſion is a clear proof of the 
perſonality and equality of the Father, the Son, and 


the Holy Ghoſt, and of the Unity of the Godhead. 
See alſo 1 John v. 7, 8. * There are three that bear 
record in heaven, The Father, the Word, and the 


Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are One; and there are 


three that bear witneſs in earth, The Spirit, and the 


water, and the blood, and theſe three agree in One.“ 
The teſtimony or record of the Three in heaven, is 
the teſtimony of God, ver. 9. and is a proof of a 


diſtinct perſonality in the Godhead, and of their Uni- 
ty being the One God. Job could ſay, My witneſs 


is in heaven, my record is on high,” Job xvi. 19. 
1. The witneſs in earth, The Spirit, ar.d the water, 

and the blood, and theſe three agree in One.“ By 
the Spirit that witneſſeth, intends the miniſtration of 
the Spirit, the goſpel, 2 Cor. iii. 8, The Word, 
which is ſpirit and life, John vi. 63. Rom. 1. 16. 
2. By the water, is intended water-baptiſm adminiſtered 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 3. By the blood, the Lord's ſupper, which 
is the communion of the blood of Chriſt ined. for the 
remiſſion of fins, and its virtue to cleanle from all ſins, 


„ "Theſe three agree in One.“ The divine Trinity _ 
| bore teſtimony to baptiſm when Chriſt was baptized 


there were none who acted ſo very inconſiſtent with their profeſſion ! A 


man that is not a chriſtian baptizing! He chat denies Chriſt's Divinity is 
not a chriſtian. : 
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in Jordan, Matt. ili. 16, 17. Mark i. 9—11. In 
baptiſm the proper ſubject ſolemnly worſhips the 


divine Father, the divine Son, and the divine Spirit, 


according to his word and will, But the Pædo-Bap- 


tiſts have already given up one of the three that bear 


witneſs in earth, Baptiſm. There is no ſuch thing 


among them as the ſubject bearing any witneſs, or ex- 
erciſing of faith in the Father, Son, and Spirit, in 
this divine ordinance; ſo that many of the grand ends 


of the inſtitution are fruſtrated and ſuperceeded. The 


language of the practice is, None ſhall ever in this 
divine ordinance anſwer the grand ends of the doctrine, 


or of the divine Author. Be aſtoniſhed, O ye ſaints, 


that ſuch a conduct ſhould be juſtified by any profeſſing 
the chriſtian name ! It is connected with, and is a 
ſolemn part of the counſel of God, which no faith- 


ful goſpel miniſter can keep back, who would be clear 
from the blood of all men; for thoſe who reject it, 
reject the counſel of God againſt themſelves, Acts xx. 


26, 27. Luke vii. 29, 30. As it is a part of the divine 
counſels, ſo the doctrine of baptiſm preaches the diſ- 


tinguiſhing love and grace of God to his people. The 


eternal God, as an evidence of his eternal love, or- 
dained, appointed, and inſtituted theſe means for the 
real good of his redeemed, called, and choſen ones, 


and for theſe only, who are his workmanſhip, regene- 


rated, born from above his ſons and daughters, who 


believe through grace. It never was intended for any 
but theſe diſtinguiſhed perſons, and it ought not to be 
adminiſtered to any but thoſe who give ſome evidences 
of their being ſuch ; and none elſe can enjoy God's 
preſence in it. Infant Sprinklers act as it there was na 


election of grace. . | = | 
4. One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm,” Eph.iv.s. 


A chriſtian miniſter hath no more warrant to omit. 
preaching that one baptiſm, than he hath to omit 


what is in immediate connexion with it, that one Lord, 
or that one faith. One baptiſm in water, commanded 


by that one Lord to be ſubmitted to, by all that have 


that one faith, adminiitcred in one and the ſame 922 5 
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< In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt,” adminiſtered in one and the fame 
way, to one and the ſame ſubjects, men and women 


who worſhip that one God. And but once, 
5. Baptiſm is one of the foundation doctrines of 


Chriſt, or one of the ſix principles of chriſtianity, 


Heb. vi. 1, 2. And, © if the foundation be deſtroyed, 


what can the righteous do?” Pſalm xi. 3. You may 
with as much propriety diſcard any of the other fixe as 

| baptiſm. © What God hath joined together, let no 
vain men put aſunder ; as they are all of great impor- 

_ tance in the ſight of God, they ſhould be ſo in ours. 
Scarce will you meet with a profeſſor of chriſtianity 


that will exclude the doctrines of faith, repentance, 
laying on of hands, the reſurrection of the dead, and 


eternal judgment, from being articles of faith; the 


doctrine of baptiſm is equally ſo. 
6. Baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper are granted to bs 


the church's breaſts of conſolation, Iſa. Ixvi. 11. The 


Pædo-Baptiſts cruelly cut off one of the church's 
breaſts (Baptiſm) and adopt an abominable harlot in its 
ſtead. But every true mother, as Jeruſalem above, 
Gal. iv. 26. will reſerve her own breaſts for her own 


children; for the bride of Chriſt is a chaſte virgin to 


Chriſt, and will not give her milk to any but Zion's 


hea. Ho children. 


In the doctrine of chriſtian baptiſm we fee Chriſt, 
who hath fulfilled all righteouſneſs for us, Matt iii. 15. 


ſaying, Thus it becometh 8 to fulfil all righteouſ- 


neſs; which ſhews that the law is magnihed, juſtice 
ſatished, a proclamation from heaven of God being 
well pleaſed with his Son, buried in Jordan, and raiſe 
out of it, Matt. iii. 17, Chriſt being baptized of John, 
was a manifeſt approbation of John's baptiſm, Bap- 
tiſm points to Chriſt, who wrought out and brought 


in aneverlaſting righteouſneſs for us, Dan. ix. 24. 


8. As the doctrine of Baptiſm preaches Chriſt as 


_ fulfilling all righteouſneſs for us; ſo it becomes us, every 


believer, to be baptized, as a debt of lov? and obedience 


 2which we owe to Chriſt in 825 way 7 righteouſneſs 5 al- 
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roſe again for our juſtification, Rom. viii, 


10.. The doctrine of Baptiſm preaches Chriſt in all 


E 


though not as our juſtifying righteouſneſs | in part or in 


whole, but as fulfilling the For law of liberty, James 


ii. 8. 
. Baptiſm leads the faith of the ſubject to the righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt, that juſtifieth from all things, 


Acts xiii. 39. and to Chriſt who died for our {ins and 


his offices, as prophet, prieſt, and king. 1. As our 


great prophet in the church, to teach us what is his 


will in all goſpe] obedience, 2. The great High 
Prieſt and apoſtle of our (the Baptiſts) profeſſion, Heb. 
iii. 1. Baptiſm repreſents the fountain of our Re- 
deemer's atuning blood, open for fin and for unclean- 
neſs. Our reigning High Prieſt, who is entered into 
the holieſt of all by his own blood, having obtained 


eternal redemption for us. None but the Baptiſts can 


truly ſay in baptiſm, that Chriſt is the Apoſtle and 


High Prieit of our profeſſion. 3. As King in his holy 
bill of Zion, who hath a right to inſtitute, command, 
and to demand obedience, whote revealed will is a law 


to all his ſubjects ; who yield cheartul obedience to 


Chriſt 1 in all his * 708g 


11. The doctrine of Baptiſm, i in a very lively man- 


ner, repreſents the ſufferings of Chriſt, and is meta- 
phorically called 2 8 have a baptiſm to be 
baptized with, and how am !]! ſtraitened till it be ac- 
compliſhed,“ Luke xii. 50. As Chriſt's baptiſm in 


water was not ſprinkling a little water on his torchead, 


but he was bap:iz-d of John in Jordan, Mark i. 9. 


dipped, plunged, overwacined, or buried in or by it. 


As appears vy the prophecies concerning his ſufferings, 


n The obedience of faith is often, in the language of ſcripture, called 
Righteouſneſs, Sce Pſalm cw. 3. Blefled :s the man that doeth righ- 


teouſneſs at all times. Pſalm cxix. 172. All tny commandments are 


righteouſneſs,” Prov. xxi, 21. He that foloweth after righteouſneſs 


and mercy, findeth life, righteouſneſs, and honor.“ Heb. xi. 33. wrought 
righteouſneſs 1 John iii. 7, 10. Whoſoever doth not righteouſueſs, is 


not of God.“ 


None of which can be done by an infant; therefore the viſible end of 


Chriſt in appointing baptiſm is not anſwered by them, 


that 


N . 
e e eee 


9 
0 
* 
8 
83 
4 
. 
F 
£ 


waves and billows are gone over me,” Pſalm xii. 
© ſink—in the deep waters where the floods overflow 
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that it was not a ſprinkling of ſufferings ; but a whole 
Chriſt ſuffering in body and ſoul It is repreſented by 


the battle of the warriors, and garments rolled in ſeas 
Da of blood, IIa. ix. 5. Chriſt with his dyed gar- 


ments from Rozrahi red in his apparel, and thy gar- 
ments like them that treadeth the wine fat; and ſaving, 


J have trodden the wine preſs alone, Kc. „ All thy 


me,” Pſalm Ixix. 1, 2, © He (Chriſt) was cloathed in 
a veſture dipped in blood,” Rev. xix. 1 Baptiſm 


points to Chriſt's ſufferings, as John did to the people, 


ſaying, Behold the ſufferings of the Lamb of God. 
As all the legal ſacrifices pointed to Chriſt to come ; 
ſo all go'pel ordinances as having already ſuffered, bled, 


and died, buried, and raiſed from the dead: fo bap- 
tiſm doth in a lively manner, That ordinance. that 


doth not ſo, is not of God's appointing. ' 
12. Believing the goſpel doctrine, and obeying goſ- 


pel baptiſm, are immediately connected together in our 


Lord's commiſſion, Mark xvi. 16. Matt. xxviii. 19. 


All the primitive chriſtians who believed the goſpel 
dcectrine, obeyed goſpel baptiim ; no inſtance can be 


brought to the contrary ; ſo ou ght every chriſtian now, 


who believes with the heart unto righteouſneſs, and 
with the mouth makes confeſſion to ſalvation, Rom. 


x. 9, 10. The faith requiiite to baptiſm is, not the 


faith of devils, or of the church, however true, nor 


the faith of parents; but the ſubject actually believing 


as the effect of eternal love, by the faith of God's elect, 


and of the operation of tne divine Spirit, Acts xili. 48. 
Titus i. 1. Col. ii. 12. 


113. The goſpel doctrine of faith and falvation is in 


immediate connexion with goſpel baptiſm. See Mark 
Ki. 16, © He that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 
5 faved.” All goſpel doribes demand our faith on our 


higheſt peril : He that believeth not ſhall be dam- 
i» ASS 


Ob 8 ce The thief on the croſs was \” Gini 
wise it; and all who believe not ſhall be damned, 
although 
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although baptized.” All this is true. Water Bap- 


tiſm doth not ſave as a cauſe, for it has no ſuch in- 


Auence in it, nor any ordinance whatſoever; it is only a 
means of ſalvation of God's ordaining and appointing 
for us to walk in. Chriſt alone is the author of the 

eternal ſalvation of all them that obey him, Heb. v. 9. 
Neither faith nor baptiſm is the procuring or merito- 
rious cauſe of ſalvation, it is only a means. It is cer- 
_ tainly the higheſt preſumption for any, who have op- 


portunity, and have a right to uſe the means, to 


negle& and ſlight them, and yet expect the end fal- 


vation. When Chriſt ſaid to the woman, Thy 
faith hath ſaved thee,” it was Chriſt, the object of her 
faith, through faith as a means*. God ordained that 
Paul, and thoſe with him ſhould be ſaved, but it was 


y means of abiding in the ſhip, Acts xxvii. 31. The 


ſalvation of Noah and his family in the ark (a type of 


Baptiſm), 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. It would certainly be 
the height of preſumption in Noah to flight the ark, the 
means of his ſalvation ; or to look for ſalvation in any 
other way, although God was his alone Saviour. 
14. The doctrine of Baptiſm is in immediate con- 


nexion with the doctrine of Repentance and Forgive- 


neis of Sins. It is called the baptiſm of repentance, 
Acts xix. 4. John required repentance of thoſe who 


came to his baptiſm, and bringing forth works meet 
for repentance, Matt. iii. 2, 8. John preached the 


baptiſm of repentance for the remiſhon of ſins, Mark 
i. 4. So Peter preached it in the ſame connexion, Acts 
ii. 37—39. Repent and be baptized every one of you 
for the remiſſion of ſins, Mark i. 4. So Peter preached 
it in the ſame connexion, Acts ii. 37-—39. © Repent 
and be baptized every one of you for the remiſſion of 
ſins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt.“ 

| Repentance, which begins before baptiſm, and ends 
with the chriſtian's life. The comfortable knowledge 


Luke vii. 50. When Timothy is ſaid to ſave himſelf and them that 


heard him, 1 Tim. iv. 16. Which was by preaching the doctrine of faith _ 


A a means. 
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of the forgiveneſs. of fins is promiſed to ſuch as re- 


pent and are baptized, yea, and the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, The doctrine of Baptiſm leads the faith of 


the ſubject to the foundation of the Redeemer's blood, 


where we have free and full forgiveneſs, Zech. xiii, 1. 


Eph. 1. 7. Acts ii. 38. 
15. Our Lord's commiſſion is a full proof of the ob- 


ſervation, © Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 


baptizing them,” Kc. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. Go teach, 


or as Mark, preach the goſpel.” Teaching or preach= 
ing the goſpel, includes preaching and teaching bap- 


tiſm. No goſpel miniſter ever did, or can be faid to | 
preach the "hole goſpel doctrines, :who doth not 


_ preach Baptiſm to thoſe he baptizeth, before he baptize 
them“. 


16. The diſciples of Jeſus never varied from their 

Lord's commiſſion in their miniſtration, neither ſhould 
any now. Wherever they went they preached Baptiſm 

in their firſt ſermons, as well as all other goſpel doc- 
trines, &c. 1. Peter did ſo at the firſt opening his 
commiſſion after receiving the baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Acts ii. 37. Repent and be baptized every 
one of you.” And they that gladly received the 
word were baptized and added to the church,” ver. 41, 
42. 2. In like manner Philip, preaching Chriſt and 
the things concerning the kingdom of God, &c. a 


part of which was preaching ba ptiſm; for when they 


* Thoſe 50 pretend to receive this commiſſion from Chritt, yet "a | 


fully and wilfully, perhaps never, preach a ſermon on Baptiſm in their 
whole lives (as is the caſe of multitudes at this day), one would be 


tempted to think, if practice ſpeaks, that they are like our non-com= 
miſſioned officers in the army, officers without a commiſſion or command; 


or that our Lord gave them only half their commiſſion, and ſaid tg theſe, 


Preach only on common place topics that will pleaſe the croud. Conform 
yourſelves and your doctrine to the mode and taſte of the multitude, 
Preach liberty (alas! licentiouſneſs) to make light of divine commands: 
You may, to ſerve a turn, conform to the doctrines and commands of men, 
keep back part of my counſel; and to manifeſt your conformity, you may 


| Invert the order of my commiſſion, Let your practice ſpeak, Baptize firſt 


(alias, rantize) thoſe whom no man ever did, or can teach, or preach the 
goſpel to. Never baptize thoſe whom you teach firſt, although expreſſed :n 
my commiſſion. How ſuch a conduct can be  anfwered for before the tri 
bungl of Chriſt, I leave with them. | 
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concerning the kingdom of God (the goſpel church) 
who doth not preach the doctrine of Baptiſm, the firſt 


ordinance of the kingdom, which is immediately con- 


nected with all the other points of preaching Chrift. 


The Samaritans cave a good evidence of their love to 


Chriſt, by keeping his commandments. 3. Preaching 


Jeſus, is preaching Baptiſm among other doctrines, 


Philip began at the ſame ſcripture, and preached to him 
Jeſus, Acts viii. 35. as appears from what follows, 
ver. 30, 37. © They came to a certein water, and the 


eunuch ſaid, See, here is water, what doth hinder me 


to be baptized ? Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt with all 
_ thine heart thou mayeſt; and he baptized him,” which 
needs no comment. 4. While Paul preached the goſ- 
pel doctrines in general, and Baptiſm in particular, the 
Lord opened the heart of Lydia, and of the brethren her 
houſhold; ſo that ſhe and her houſchold were bap- 
tized and comforted, Acts xvii. 13—15, 40. 5. Paul 
and Silas, preaching the word of the Lord, faith in 
Jeſus, and baptiſm, the jaylor and his houſhold are 
converted and baptized ſtraitway - rejoicing and be- 
Heving in God, with all his houſe. 6. So many of 


the Corinthians, firſt, heard the goſpel, 2dly, believed 


what they heard ; 3dly, obeyed what they both heard 


and believed, and were baptized, Acts xviii.8. 7. When 


Peter went to Cæſarea, and preached the goſpel doc- 
trines, he commanded thoſe who received the Holy 


Ghoſt to be baptized, Acts x. 36, 47, 48. 


Objection, Paul was not ſent to baptize, but to 


preach the goſpel. 


Anſwer. Paul was ſent to baptize, and did baptize 


many, although that was not his principal work; but 


to preach the goſpel, among which was preaching 


Baptiſm, as you ſee, Acts xvi 13—15. 31— 34. Acts 


xviii. 8. and xix. 3—5. 1 Cor. i. 13—17. Kom. vi. 


doctrine of Baptiſm wherever he went. 


believed Philip . f. caching, they were baptized, both 
men and women, which fully proves he preached bap- 
tiſm. No man can fully preach Chriſt, and the things 


3, 4. Gal. iii 27. Col. ii. 12. Paul preached the 


Infant 
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Infant Sprinkling, wherever it hath ſucceeded, hath 
ſuperceeded preaching many of the goſpel doftrines ; and on 


Goſpel Baptiſm, likewiſe Baptiſm itſelf, That prin- 


&ple which in itſelf, or in its conſequences, lays aſide 
or conceals one or many of the foundation doctrines of 
chriſtianity muſt be dangerous and deluſive. It will be 
a difficult taſk to any man, to point out one goſpel 


_ doctrine that is not connected with the doctrine of 


Baptiſm : they are all a glorious golden chain linked to- 


gether by Infinite Wiſdom. No man can ſhew that In- 


tant Baptiſm is connected with one goſpel doctrine, 
2. As it is a part of experimental and practical god- 
lineſss. 1 
What J have already ſaid, fully proves this obſervation, 
and ſhews that the Doctrine of Baptijm is of no ſmall 


importance. It is only experienced chriſtians who have 


a right toit, It is only thoſe who truly and practically 
obey God in it and after it, go on their way rejoicing, | 
and walk in all the ordinances blameleſs ; obſerving 
whatever Chriſt hath commanded, and who have the 


promiſe of Chriſt's preſence with them to the end of 


the world. The love of Chrift ſweetly conſtrains all true 


converts to ſay with the three thoutand men and Bre- 


thren, What ſhall we do ?” Acts ii. 37. or with the 


goaler and his houſhold, “ Sirs, What mult I do to 
de ſaved ?“ Acts xvi. 30. or with Saul, Lord, what 


wouldeſt thou have me to do??“ Acts ix. 6. xxil. 16. 


The anſwer is, Repent, believe, ariſe and be bap- 
tized. Love ſhed abroad in the heart 20% make the ſub- 
ject rum in the way of God's ermmandinents, Pialm cxix. 32. 


1. Every loyal ſubject of King Jeſus is ſcbern to keep 


the King's commandments, Eccleſ. viii, 2. * counſel 
thee to keep the king's commandment, and that in 


regard to the oath of God.” Our Lord fays, Matt. 
V. 33. Thou ſhalt perform unto the Lord thine 
oath.” 2dly, Rom. vi. 3, 4. 1. The perſons ſpoken 


of Chriſt, and the baptized believers. 2. Chriſt was 
actually buried by baptiſm, gdly, The chriſtians at 


Rome were actually buried by baptiſm, as Chriſt him 
ſelf was. Athly, Their union to Chriſt, 1. Dead 
bf Rt: wich. *.: 


with Chriſt. 
Chriſt. Sthly, Chriſt's baptiſm was a burial in water, 
So is the chriſtians. 6thly5 There is a likeneſs between, 


325 one 
2. Buried with Chriſt, 3. Raiſed with 


Chriſt's baptiſm and the chriſtians. Like as Chrift, 


| 5thly, There is a likeneſs between a burial by bap- 


tiſm in water, and the burial of the body of Chriſt in 
the grave. Sthly, There is a likeneſs between emer- 
ſion, out of the water in baptiſm, and raiſing out 


of the grave, The firſt, out of the water by the ad- 
miniſtrator, and not by the ſubject ; the refarreſtion 


from the grave by God, and not the creature. 9thly, 


The raiſing of Chriſt out of the water and out of the 


grave, was to the glory of God: ſo is the baptiſm of 


all believers, which is the grand end of all ordinances, 


as their reſurrection from the grave will be to the glory 


of God. jothly, Baptized believers are the ſubjects 
of a ſpiritual life, and are under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 
tions of walking in newneſs of life. Buried with 


Chriſt, the Father's delight, the joy of angels and 


ſaints, with whom it is heaven to be, the beginning of 
glory ; his preſence is better than life ; it is good to be 
with Chriſt in a priſon, in a den of lions, in a fiery fur- 
nace; he hath promiſed his preſence in the fire and in 


the water, Iſa. xliii. 2. A heaven of heavens to be 


with him in glory. r1thly, Nothing will fatisfy a 
child of God but a ſight of Chriſt by faith in every goſ- 


pel ordinance. Baptiſm ſays, Come, ſee the place 
where the Lord lay, Matt. xxviii. 6. 12thly, As bap- 


tiſm preaches our union to Chriſt; ſo it doth our union 


to the myſtical body of Chriſt, the church, which is 
called Chriſt, ** Many members are one body; ſo 


alſo is Chriſt, For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free, and have been all made to 


drink into one Spirit,” 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. 13thly, 


Baptiſm is the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 


God, 1 Pet. iii. 21. None but Adults can have the 


anſwer or witneſs of a good conſcience. Such as could 
anſwer ſuch interrogations as were put to the eunuch, 


Bets vitk 36, 37. If thou believeſt with all thine 


hcart, 


age 41 
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heart, thou mayeſt (be baptized).” ” Who anſwered, 
e] believe that "Teſus is the Son of God.” The ſub- 
0g of Baptiſm being perſons profeſſing faith in and 


ove to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their conſciences 


bearing them witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt; and of the 


truth and reality of their faith wad love, &© believing 
with the heart unto righteouſneſs, making a profeſſion 
with the mouth unto falvation,” Rom. ix. 1. and x. 
9, o. Conſciouſneſs is a man's real judgment of him 
ſelf and of his tate in the ſight of God, both of the 


truth, and of his duties, and the privileges he is called 


to. See Prov. xx. 2 27. Acts xxiv. 16. Heb. ix. 14. and 


X. 22, which leads the chriſtian to follow Chriſt con- 
ſcientiouſly in baptiſm. 14thly, Baptiſm lays the con- 


ſcientious ſubject under the molt endearing obligations, 


to walk in newnels of life, as is ſeen in the whole of 


Rom. vi. 1. to the end. 1 5thly, As it is in immediate 
connexion with all the grand doctrines, and with ex- 


perimental and practical godlineſs. It is no wonder 
that the principal rage of ſatan ſhould be (as it really 


is) againft the Baptiſts, who keep the commandments 


of God and the faith of Jeſus Rev. xii. 17. uniformly. 


I appeal to the chriſtian reader, as practice ſpeaks as 
loud qs words, is not the language of the practice (not- 
withſtanding the above connex1on in the word of God) 
5 It ſhall never experimentally or practically exiſt in 


Baptiſm, if we can help it, except in very rare inſtan- 
' ces, as when an Adult, Jew, Turk, Quaker, &c. is 


rantized.“ 
As Infant Baptiſm, in its nature and tendency, ſuper- 


| ceeds and conceals many of the foundation truths of 
the goſpel, and a part of experimental and practical 
godlinels ; it muſt be criminal to maintain or juſtify it. 
Believer's Baptiſm hath a manifeſt tendency to main- 


tain them all in their connexion | to dhe glory of the 
Divine Author. | 
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HE CONTRAST between INFANT 
 SPRINKLING and CHRISTIAN 


BAPTISM. In AxswER to the Rev. Mr. STE- 


PHEN ADDINGTON, and OTHERS on that SUBJECT. 
The Second EDIriox. With Apprrioxs. 


LET TEK to a FRIEND, 


Provin, 


That it is the INDISPENSABLE DUTY and moſt glo- 


rious Privilege of every BELIEVER in CHRIST 


to join one of the Churches of Chriſt, who main- 
tain the Order, Ordinances, F ellowſhip, and Diſ- 


cipline of the Goſpel : 


LIKEWISE, 


| The Peculiar Bleſſings that may be expected i in ſuch a 


ſacred Relation. ogg 1d. 
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MATERIAL DIFFERENCE 


BETWEEN 


REGENERATION, 


Tar BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST, 


AND 
WATER BAPTISM: 


SHE W N 


In LOVE to INQUIRE RS after TRUTH. 


HE ſcripture informs us, 
1. What Regeneration is. 
What the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt is. 
5 That there is a material. difference between them, and 


- wherein it conſiſts. 


Firſt, The ſcripture account of Regeneration is, 
1. That it is one of the fundamental truths of chriſ- 
tianity. Without it, there is no vital god}in«fs or experi- 


mental chriſtianity, nor can there be any ſalva ion. Regene- 


ration, in its very name, ſuppoſes a birth antecedent to 


it, which is our natural birth, This ſecond i is a : ſupernatural 


birth. 

45 As the ref gold is often e ſo there are 
among us many counterfeit regenerations. It will be the 
reader's wildom to weigh them in the balance of the ſanc- 
tuary, All pretended regeneration, by being the ſeed of 


. believers, or born in the church, or by water baptiim, vows, 


confirmation, or any rite or ceremony of human wiſdom's 
 deviting, are all counterteit, 


3. Angels, 


1 38 ] 


. Aunels, good or bad, are not the ſubjects of regene- | 


ration: the former need it not, the other ſhall never enjoy 
„ 
4. The cleftion of grace are the ſubjeQs of regeneration, 


and itſelf is the fruit of election, 1 Pet. i. 2, 3. Theſe only are 


begotten again. Regeneration is not any thing which God 
wrought for us without us; but is wholly his work in us“. 
Bap'iſm is neither the cauſe or means of regeneration, 
whether agminiſtered in infancy or in adult years, although 
often ter ed by multitudes, It is no creature act or work. 
6. The alone au bor of regeneration is the Holy Trinity. 
It is not of the will of the fleſh, or of man, but of God, 


John i. 13. a work too wonderful jor any but God, therss. 
fore a queliion is p:opoſed concerning it, Iſa xlix. 21. who 


| hath begotten me thete ? He only who worketh all things 
after the counſel of his own will. Not by human might or 
power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord, Zeph. iv. 6. It is 


one of tne things of the Spirit that natural men cannot re- 
ceive, and cannot know, 1 Cor. ii. 13, 14. John iii. 9. A 


learned Ncodemus faith, How can theſe th ngs be? Ezekiel's 


_ dry bones might as well quicken themſelyes, as any man re- 
generate himiclf Lazarus might as ſoon raiſe himſelf from 


the dead, as a man iegererate himſelf.” Men might with as 
much p'opriety be ſaid to beget mes, as to regenerate 
themſ-Jves, 

Objection. Faith is the mother grace, which produceth all 
the reſt, re_cneration, &c. | 

Anſaes No: taith hath no ſuch virtue inherent in itſelf, 
fo ast produce regent ratl n, or any other grace, It doth 


not give beit g to itſelt, or any other grace, then or after- 


wards. Every grace of the Spirit is implanted at once in 
the moment of regeneration ; and it may be ſaid of them 


all, none is afore or after the other in point of time. As 


in ſeed ſown, there is not firſt the nature of the blade, 
then the nature of the ſtalk, and then the nature of the ear 


or fud corn; bu: the whole nature of the blade, ſtalk, and ” 


full corn is in the ſeed when ſown. Nothing afterwards is 
added but nouriſhment and growth. GE „ 


Many miniſters give a long account of a preparatory work in man, and 
marks and evidences of regeneration and faith, &c, before the work itſelf is 
wrought in the toul : which 1s giving evidences of the being of a thing, before 
itſelf exiſts or huth a being No effect can precede ts cauſe, Nothing can 
precede that principie from whence it wholly ariſeth, A mountebank doctor 
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rit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, till re generation. 


[+] 
7. Of his on will begat he us by the word of truth, James 


J. 17, 18. In regeneration, we are ſaid to be bon of God, 
John iii. 9. 1 John v. 1, 4. According to his abundant 


] mercy hath he begotren us, 1 Pet. i 3. Born of water ind 


of the Spirit: that which is born of the fle th, is fleſh; that 
which is bon of the Spirit, is ſpirit, John iii. 5, 6. God 
ſending the 1 5 of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father, Gal. iv. 6. 

8. It is a new creation, and without it nothing availeth, Gal. 
vi. 15. Neither circumciſion or uncircumciſion availeth any 
thing, but a new creature; ſo that it is of more importance 


than all ordinances. 


As it is a new creation, ſo none can create but God. 


God only makes all things new, Rev. xxi. 5. 


Regeneration is not patching up old Adam or corrupt na- 


ture; but if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, 
2 Cor. v. 17. The new man after God is created in righ= 


teouſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph. iv. 24. 
We are ſaid to be partakers of the divine nature, 2 pet. 


1. 4. Not a communication of dei'y, or making the crea- 


ture God: no; but having his image enſtamped on the 
ſoul, | 
It is called a vaſling from death to lite, Jobn v. 24. a 
being born of incorruptible ſeed, which liveth and abideth 
for ever. The waſhing of regeneration, and the "RY 
of the Holy Ghoſt, Titus iii. 5. 


In regeneration, the new heart, new ſpirit, new man, is 


| put on. Without it, there is no faith; and without faith 
it. is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. ix. 6, No man ever 
did or can enter the kingdom of heaven without it, John iii. 


3. Till the law is written in the heart, and the heart cir- 
cumciſed to love the Lord, which is done in regeneration, 


there is no love to God, or obedience to his law, Deut. xxx. 


6, Jer. xkxi. 33. Ezek. xxxvi. „rn only a ſpiri- 
tual POIs who offer ſpiritual lacrifices, 


may pretend to give 1000 evidences that a dead corpſe is alive ; ; but it is all 


deception't till regeneration, men are dead In treſpaſſes and ſins, Eph. ii. 1. 
Objection. There muſt be a law-work, | 
Anſwer, Ihe law worketh wrath, Rom. iv. I5. If wrath and perfect enmity ; 


againſt the law be a preparatory work to regeneration, we have it, Rom. viii, 7. 


Odjection. The firſt work of the Spirit is, to convince of (in, | 
Anſwer. But .does the Spirit convince the dead of fin before he is come, 
or when he the Spirit of truth 7s ceme, John xvi. 8, g. John xiv. 17. The Spi- 
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All the above is the common experience of every chriſtian, 
and is not the (extraordinary) baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt. 


II. The baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt is the extraordinary down 


pouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecoſt on the apoſtles 


and others, to qualify them and others for extraordinary ſer- ; 


vices in the primitive churches, and what was promiſed to them 


after they were both regenerated by the Spirit, and baptized 


by John with water years before, which promiſe was ful- 


filed on the day of Pentecoſt ; therefore there is a very ma- 
terial apparent difference between them. As the baptiſm of 
the Holy Ghoſt was given to work miracles, ſo they who 
had it wrought real miracles as the effect of it. 


we OY 1 hey ſpake with divers tongues : ſee Acts ii. 4. xix. 
12. 
2. Many wonders and ſigns were done by the apoſtler, 


Acts i ji. 43. 


3. The cripple healed, AQs i ili, 6, 7. 
4. They had the gift of diſcerning ſpirits, Ads viii. 23. 
1 Cor. xii. 10. J perceive that thou art in the gall of bitter- 


_ neſs. Ananias and Sapphira were ſtruck dead for their dil⸗ 


ſimulation, Acts v. 1—10. 


. The giit of healing all manner of diſeaſes—even by 
the thadow of Peter, Acts v. 15, 16. 


6. The gift of the Holy Ghoſt conferred by the las on 
of the hands of the apoſtles, Acts viii. 16, 17. Xix. 6. 


7. The giſt of propheſying, &c. 


The perſons on whom theſe extraordinary zit were be- 


ſtowed on the day of Pentecoſt, were all Galileans, Acts ii. 


4, 7. Probably the twelve Gſciple and the ſeventy ; all of 
which were extraordinary giits beſtowed on extraordinary 


perſons cailed to e lervices i in preaching the word, 
&c. 
I will not affirm, as many have done (in order to defend 
a favourite tenet, and to make light of a politive divine 


inflitution) that the baptiſm of the Holy Ghofl is the baptiſm 


without which wwe cannot be ſaved, This is offering falſe 


fire with a witneſs; and if it was true, wo be to them and 


us too : for they in this day have it not, and we do not pre- 


tend to have it. I know none that pretend to have it, ex- 


o_ it be a deluded madman here and there. 

III. Regeneration, baptiſm in water, the baptiſm of ſuffer- 
ings, and the baptiſm of the Holy Ghott, are all diſtin- 
guiſhed in the word. 


Is 
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antecedently regenerated and baptized : ſee Matt. ili. 


John i. 33 The ſame is he which. baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghoſt, rk 1.8. I indeed have baptized you with water ; 
be fhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, Acts i. 5. For 


the Holy (hoſt not many days hence. 


with water Regeneration is the work of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and is common to all chriſtians. John would baptize none 


but regenerated perions, who brought forth fruit meet for 
_ repentance before he baptized them. So Peter, Acts ii. 38. 
a) 7 Repent and (then) be baptized, every one of you, and ye 
ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt. Without regene- 
ration there is no true repentance. When they believed 
3. P bilip's preaching the things concerning the kingdom of 
„ God, and the name of our g. Jelus—which could not be 
(- without regeneration, — they were baptized, both men and 


women, Act: viii. 12. Some time afterwards the gift of 


7 the Holy Ghoſt was given them by the laying on of the 
hands of Peter and John, ver. 14 — 17. Twelve of 


_ * © ap" MCI 2 * 2 Wy « 5 . 7 - . 2 . KIA ES 4+ 02. * ee 
x I orion * 22 . 2 5 ur: hog; e 8 : 3 . = 322 ˙uͥͤ as J 1 A 
„ 25 Ps nt PF NOS 2242 . 8 Ta, * 26.4 4 * 22 _ Ra 3 ee mo z 4 1 th Ke Ba . 9 r 
* : — bay oy” ** N 3 ag vp 8 7 be en 2 Pan Sets; a 3 72 onde th) X . 7 * A 9 
3 . _— r * 3 Ns De Ge TL 22s of RS < X I BY a? e PEEL IS i * * * 5 a , — 
— — 


n 5 John's diſciples received the gift of the Holy Ghoſt many 
3 years after they were regenerated, and baptized by John, 
& Acts xix. ©... C0 
„ Cornelius and his family appears to be regenerated before 
i. 4 they received the giſt of the Holy Ghoſt. He was a devout 
19 man that feared God with all his houſe; his alms and prayers 
71 were heard and accepted. They feared God and wrought 
45 righteouſneſs, and were accepted of God, Acts x. 2. 7. 
22. 35. Which could not be without regeneration, 

d In every place, where the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt is 
898 ſpoken of, there is a clear manifeſt difference. 5 
m 2. Many who had the extraordinary gift (I do not ſay the 
e Fa baptiſm) of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall eternally periſh. But all 
d 1 who are regenerated by the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall be eternally 
- | ſaved, All born of God ſhall enter the kingdom of heaven, 
none without it, John iii. HE ; „ 
, : __ Note, I do not pretend to ſhew the difference between 
7 the gifts beſtowed on the falſe prophets of old, and thoſe 


beſtowed on the falſe prophets and falſe teachers under the 
pieſent diſpenſation. is | 


I. There 


1. The gift of the Holy Ghoſt was promiſed to thoſe 


- 11. I indeed baptize you with water—he ball baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire: ſee alſo Luke iii. 16. 


John truly baptized with water, but ye ſhall be baptized with 


Theſe texts prove that the beſt of men can only baptize 
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who propheſied, &c. and 


49—52. 


42 
1. There was a Jannes and Jambres in Pharoah's court, 
who withſtood Moſes with miracles, and periſhed, 2 Tim. 
2. Balaam, who loved the wages of unright-ouſneſs, 
periſhed among the enemies. of 

Iſrael, Numb. xxi. 8. 5 
3. Saul propheſied, 1 Sam. x. 10, 12. The Spirit came 


on Saul, and he propheſied; yet probably he went to the 


deyit that appeared to him in Samuel's mantle. Satan was a 
ying ſpirit in the mouth of four hundred and fifty prophets of 
Baal, 1 Kings xxii. 22. %%ö;öO 8 

4. Caiphas propheſied truth, and periſhed, John xi. 
5. Barjeſus a ſorcerer, a falſe prophets, Acts xiii. 6. 
b. There were falſe prophets among the people, as there 


will be falſe teachers among you, who ſhall bring in damnable 
hereſies, denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on 
themſelves ſwift deſtruction, 2 Pet. ii. 1. 
appears as an angel of light, and convocates the biack divan 
of hell, Rome, and Turkey, to ſupport his tottering king- 
dom with all their legends of lying wonders, blending truth 
and errors together, deceiving and being deceived, to theit 


own final condemnation, 2 Theſſ. ii. 112. 


Paul held 


them accurſed who bring another goſpel, Gal. i. 79—9, 


John forbad us to receive them into our houſe, or wiſh them 
God ſpeed, 2 John 10. 


8. See what lengths perſons may go, and yet hear Chriſt. 
ſay to them, Depart ! Matt. vii. 21-23 Many will ſay un- 


to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied 
in thy name ? and in thy name caſt out cevils? and in thy 


name done many wonderful works? Then I will profeſs 
unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. From hence you fee that many, as Judas, 
had the gift of caſting out devils, and were themlelves but 
devils—who caſt devils out of the bodies of others, but could 

not hinder the devil entering into their own hearts, or caſt 
him out of them Although they caſt out deviis, they them 
ſelves will finally be caſt to devils, their own place, Acts 1, 


25. Thoſe who did fome of the greateſt works, and had 


ſome of the greateſt gifts, ſhall hear Chriſt ſay, Depart from 


me, I never knew you. Although exalted ro ihe higheſt 
pinacle of honours and preferment in the church, Chriſt will 
ſay, Depart, ye workers of iniquity, if not regenerated, 


Satan commonly | 


9. The 
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[43] 
9. The final puniſhment of falſe prophets, teachers, and 


workers of miracies, appears from Rev xvi. 13, 14. Un- 


clean ipirits, like frogs, came out of the mouth of the dra- 


gon, and ou! of the mouth of the beaſt, and out of the mouth _ 


of the falſe prophet. They are che ſpirits of devils work- 


ing miracles; fee Rev. xx 0. And the devil, that deceived 
| them, w was caſt into the lake ot fire and brimfione, where 


the falſe prophet is, and fhall be tormented day and night far ever 


and ever. 


Such is and will be the vaſt difference between regenerate 


perſons and thoſe who may have the gifts of working mira- 
cles, without r: generation, 
___ Objection It is that which is repreſented by water "how | 
tiſm, the inward and {piritual grace, without which we can- 


not be ſaved. 
| Aniwer. Can theſe be repreſented by baptiſm, when per- 


ſons are not baptized ? Infant iprinkling is not baptiſm. 
When the proper ſubj:& is baptized, he hath both the 
external and the internal, and ſhall be cternally ſaved, Is 


not baptifm the firſt ordinance, in which the firſt ſtep is 


taken in a viſible way of goſpel obedience and newneſs of 
life. and afterwards obſerving all things whatſoever Chriſt 
| hath commanded, Matt xxviii. 19, 20. Rom. vi. 4, After- 
wards a continu -nce ſtediaſtly in the apoſtle's coctrine, fel- 
lowſhip, breaki:-g of bread, and prayer, Acts ii, 41-43. 


As many of you as have hack bap:i1z<d into Chriſt, have put 
on Chriſt, G4). iii 27. Can any put on Chriſt by baptiſm, 


Who never were baptized ? It a fervant never puts on his 
| king or maſter's livery, which way can he be ſaid to wear it 


in his after life? 


Thus TI have attempted to give you a ſcriptural a account of 5 5 
the above. | 
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As they by turns the battle loff@r gain'd; 
Sometimes the zealots ſhed each other 8 Mood; 1 
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OUR. Feugdtr did not raiſe his royal throne 


But wiſdom join'd with dove-like innocence : 
He us'd no other flames to melt or move, 


Allow'd the ſerpent's wiſdom, not his teeth: 

He never bad his church for arms declare, 
Nor taught t, rule and ſtratagem of war : 4 
He came men lives to ſave, and not to kill, 

And therefore aught no military ſkill 


10 Immortal truth, and light, and heav nly fove, T5 Lot I 
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HOSE furious zealots thus the wolld embroil's, 
And with unheard-of rage each other mm 


Tir ſynod oft adjourn'd into the field, 


And thoſe were heretics who firſt did yield. 
All for the conqu'ring faith did ſoon declare, 
And ereeds were vary'd by the chance of war. 
An orthodoxal pride by turns regain'd, 


* < 


For points by neither party underftood, 


E (x 


* This TRUE cus en. 


By his oppoſers ſuff rings, but his o- . 
He gave his church no arms for her defence, 


But mild forbearance, meekneſs, peace, and love: 
He to the valiant champions of the faith | : 


But arms divine, and armour from above; 
7, I A 58 BLAckMoxk. 
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